
Ensemble Class Requirements 

o Rehearsal will begin everyday promptly, no later than 3 minutes after the tardy 
bell has sounded. Rehearsals will primarily be held in the band room; however, the 
ensemble will rehearse in the auditorium on more than a few occasions. 

o The student will be considered TARDY for class if  he/she is not in his/her seat 
by the designated beginning of  rehearsal. Being tardy to rehearsal represents non 
participation in part of  that rehearsal. This will affect the student’s participation 
grade for that rehearsal. 

o Students are required to attend all class rehearsals.  Class “cutting” will not be 
tolerated. Students who do cut class rehearsal will fall under the school’s code of  
student conduct. 

o Students are required to come to rehearsal prepared with their instrument, 
equipment, music and a pencil. Students will be asked to make notations in the 
music on a regular basis. Only pencil may be used to make light marks on the 
music. 

o Students may be required to submit a recording of  the CPA festival literature, 
recorded outside of  class and submitted on CHARMS or through 
SMARTMUSIC, demonstrating his/her proficiency performing the literature. 

o Students may be required to participate in a solo and/or ensemble to be 
performed at either the SCBDA contest in April or in May during the May River 
Solo Concerto Showcase. 

o Sectional and ensemble rehearsals will be held, beginning second semester, on a 
regular basis, after school and/or during ILT or lunch periods. Students are 
expected to attend all rehearsals outside of  class. After school and lunch rehearsals 
comprise co-curricular class credit. The rehearsal schedule for the Wind Bands is 
MUCH LESS strenuous than the marching band rehearsal schedule, and students 
are expected to work out their schedules to accommodate these music making 
opportunities. 



Ensemble Class Expectations 

o LEARN YOUR MUSIC. Students are expected to work out notes and rhythms during 
personal practice time at home. A good general rule: know the general aspects of  the music 
10-12 days after it is passed out. 

o RESPECT YOUR INSTRUMENT. If  your own your instrument, you know how important it 
is to maintain its care. If  are using a school owned instrument, treat it as if  were your own. Polish 
it, clean it, put it properly in its case, and store the case appropriately. 

o RESPECT THE FACILITY. We have a state of  art, new music facility at May River High 
School, and it IS OUR FACILITY. Everyone is expected to pick up trash after themselves, store 
instruments in cubbies, refrain from bringing food or drink into the rehearsal halls, follow all 
rehearsal hall guidelines, etc. Also, when we use the auditorium, it is an extension of  the band 
room, and all the same rules apply. We must keep the stage clean after using it, not touch 
anything in storage, or anything that is not part of  the band set up. All areas of  the arts wing may 
only be used under supervision of  a staff  member. 

o RESPECT ONE ANOTHER. Respect one another by not worrying about anyone other than 
yourself, when it comes to roles within the ensemble. Instead of  pestering people to learn their 
parts, for example, offer your time and help them out if  you can. Respect each other’s 
instruments and personal property as well. 

o BE PROFESSIONAL. This is perhaps the most important expectation of  all, since it embodies 
and encompasses everything we do, from rehearsal, to practice at home, to performance, to 
attending a concert. 

Remain quiet during rehearsal when you are not being worked with. 

Be prepared for rehearsal. 

Practice at home, not at rehearsal! Professionals do. 

The practice creed: “Amateurs practice until they get it right. Professionals practice until they 
cannot get it wrong!” 

Dress according to the concert attire guidelines – professionally. See section on Concert 
Dress Attire. 

Always mind what you say when representing the ensemble. NO PROFANITY or 
derogatory comments toward any other group or individual 

Extend respect to individuals outside of  the ensemble and May River. Leave a positive 
impression in their mind about our band and our school! 



Whenever in concert – band , choral, orchestral, etc. never, ever speak during the 
performance, either on stage or in the audience. 

Be kind. This can have the most profound impact of  all. If  you have nothing nice to say, 
keep it to your self. If  it will brighten someone’s day, SAY IT!!! 

General Grading Guidelines for Concert Ensembles 
Students may earn grades according the following grading scale rubric. Grades for Marching 
Band are generated by daily class participation, good attendance to afterschool rehearsals, weekly 
pass-offs, and attendance to all football games and competitions. See Marching Band Syllabus for 
specifics. 

o Participation (Class and Co-Curricular rehearsals) 45% 
Based on the number of  days the student performs in class 
Includes attendance to co-curricular rehearsals 

o Performance Fundamentals (Pass-offs) (12% or 0%) 12% 
Assessed during the course of  daily performance 
Scale assessments 
Knowledge of  one’s instrument, alternate fingerings, intonation tendencies, etc. 
Knowledge of  one’s performance repertoire (pass-offs) 

o Rehearsal Skills (Professionalism) (Class and Co-Curricular) 12% 
Determined by the students’ behavior in class, whether guidelines are followed during the course of  rehearsal, 
including performance posture, response to the conductor, and etiquette. 

o Performances (Co-Curricular) – See Below 31% 
Students must attend all performances, unless for reasons excusable under the guidelines for excused absences. (see 
section regarding excused absences) All class and co-curricular rehearsals work towards these performance goals, 
therefore the end result is worth the largest percentage of  the student’s grade. Below is the outline of  anticipated 
performances by quarter. Dates will be provided on the actual class syllabi. An un-excused absence to a performance 
may/will constitute a failing grade. 

Performance Requirements. The following performances comprise the co-curricular 
performance credit for the class grade during the grading period that they occur: 

• All football games 
• All band competitions 
• Fall Concert 
• Remaining playoff  football games 
• December Winter Concert 
• Symphonic Band Camp (if  applicable) 
• SCBDA concert and Sight-reading Contest (CPA) 
• Other scheduled concerts and/or contests 
• Spring Concert Series 
• Graduation (Wind Symphony / Graduation Band) 



Concert Wear – Concert Black Attire 
Male: Black Tux Jacket and Pants are available for checkout at the band hall. All male students will need a 
white button down shirt, black socks, black dress shoes, and a black bow tie. (Bow ties may be available for 
purchase at the band hall - $5.00) The tuxedo jacket must be dry-cleaned and returned on its original 
hanger by the end of  the school. Students participating in the Graduation Band are expected to have their 
tux returned during the summer prior to Band Camp in August. 

Female: All female students of  the Wind Bands are provided a concert dress by the band department. 
Costume pearls may also be provided. Students are expected to wear leggings, and closed toe shoes. 
Students are expected to return all checked out items. The concert dress must be dry-cleaned and 
returned on its original hanger by the end of  the school. Students participating in the Graduation Band 
are expected to have their dress returned during the summer prior to Band Camp in August. 

Co-Curricular Activity 
A large portion of  the music program is conducted after school; therefore, band classes are classified as co-
curricular activities. After-school rehearsals and performances will be scheduled, and are required events 
as stated in the curriculum guide. Our success depends directly upon the hard work and commitment of  
each student. Parents should be aware of  and willing to support and encourage their student in meeting 
this commitment and obligation. The rewards for this effort by band members and their parents will 
quickly become evident by the accomplishments of  the band and the individuals in the program. Your 
participation at events, concerts, performances, festivals, and rehearsals is required, and are an important 
part of  your grade. Thus, the term “performing arts class” is a true description of  the basis of  the 
instrumental music curriculum. This applies to all members signed up in the Concert Bands(s), 
Symphonic Band, Wind Symphony, Percussion Orchestra, and Visual Ensemble (color guard) classes. 

VERY IMPORTANT - All members of  extra- and co-curricular activities, including all athletics, band 
and clubs, are governed by a co-curricular code of  conduct, as well as the No Pass No Play policy. Please 
review and commit to these codes, for infractions of  the code or academic ineligibility will not only 
prevent you from continued participation, but affect the entire band as well. 

FULL - YEAR COMMITMENT  

Participation in Band is considered a FULL YEAR obligation. Students and parents are required 
to sign a Class Acknowledgement Form acknowledging this commitment, and loss of  opportunity 
in the event a student does not participate in concurrent semesters. 
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