
PREFACE 

Becoming a member of  the May River HS Music Program is a family commitment that will 
provide invaluable memories and experiences for both students and parents. The May River 
High School bands promise to be one of  the premier educational performing ensembles in the 
area within a short period of  time.  The Bands and other performance ensembles at May River 
look forward to developing a reputation for mature performances of  sophisticated wind literature 
and will soon be known for the excellence of  their individual performers and their commitment 
to artistic integrity.  Congratulations on becoming a part of  the tradition of  excellence and 
quality in musical performance! 

The success of  any band program centers on pride, commitment to task, and the willingness to 
work hard to achieve a common goal. Although we do not expect every student in the bands to 
become a virtuoso musician, we do expect every student to establish both short and long-range 
goals for improvement on his/her instrument, to exhibit mature responsible attitudes and actions 
at all times, and to be willing to contribute lots of  hard work for the benefit of  all.  The band 
program exists to provide an excellent music education for the students. This is achieved through 
individual and group study with varied performances in many venues, both marching and 
concert, supporting a curriculum which places an emphasis on comprehensive musicianship.  
Performance opportunities include large ensembles, chamber ensembles, and solos. The skills 
that band students acquire in these activities are directly related to skills necessary for auditions, 
presentations, and interviews in other career fields.  Opportunities are also provided for those 
who wish to develop their leadership skills. There is an extensive student leadership program, as 
mentioned in this Handbook, and student leaders are relied upon to help achieve organizational 
goals.  Social skills are also developed. Participation in band enables the students to form close 
friendships within the school through their collaborative efforts and the opportunity to work with 
their peers as part of  a team. As a member of  the May River Bands, students make long-lasting 
friendships and develop a sense of  camaraderie. Organizational goals are clearly established, and 
the students depend heavily on each other to achieve them. As a result, the concepts of  
responsibility, teamwork and good citizenship will develop as each student experiences the world 
of  music. 

The ultimate goal of  the program is to produce graduates who are knowledgeable about music, 
can perform successfully with confidence, can operate within a structured framework, and can 
work to develop skills necessary to become life long musicians and supporters of  the arts. In 
addition, the program also strives to produce informed adults of  high integrity who 
understand and appreciate music and musicians, and who will foster the continuing development 
of  artistic and cultural endeavors in their community.  Every year is a new challenge – new 
combinations of  personalities and talent, new audiences, new music, new drills, new 
members, and new leadership from section leaders and band officers. By accepting membership 
in the May River Bands, students agree to perform to the best of  their abilities and work together 
with the band staff  to make this year’s program the finest musical organization that our 
combined efforts can produce.  This Handbook is designed to convey the guidelines and 
operating procedures of  the May River Bands. Its purpose is to help answer student/parent 
questions and be a helpful guide for defining the procedures of  the organization. If  you need 
further information, please call and we will assist in whatever way possible.


